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Detective Cox conducted a review of the home surveillance from the address of 1801 Tilden which provided an 
obstructed view of the homicide as well as audio from the event.  The video began with Sarah arriving to 1713 
Tilden in her Chevy truck.  Sarah exited the vehicle and went inside of the residence.  A few moments later, a 
figure carrying a light, later identified as Zack walked from the direction of Zacks residence.  Zack then checked 
the interior of the truck, ultimately walking to the front door of Sarah’s residence. A few moments later, Zack 
exited the residence and stated “Shoot me” a female voice replies back to Zack and states “ I will”.  Zack 
responded to the statement from the female by saying “Burn it then. I don’t give a fuck.” Zack entered the truck 
with Sarah following behind him calling his name.  A short time later, Sarah and Zack went back into the 
residence. 
 
After a few moments, both parties exited the residence again and walked toward the vehicle arguing.  The 
audio on the recording is partially distorted but Sarah can be heard stating “Be over it. Get the fuck” and then a 
gunshot rings out.  Zack immediately begins screaming on the recording ‘Sarah!”  Both parties are seen running 
toward the home before running back towards the vehicle.  Sarah can be heard on the video telling Zack to get 
into the truck before it leaves northbound on Tilden. 
 
On 02/13/2021, at 1700 hours, Sarah was taken into custody at 8601 Hillcrest Road, Kansas City, MO by 
Detective Cooper and Sgt. Collins. 
 
During an interview with Detective Cox, Sarah stated that she had been dating Zach on and off again since 
March of 2020.. Sarah stated that around February of 2021, Zack became more physically abusive toward her 
causing her fear over his actions. Sarah advised that over the past week, she had minimal contact with Zack due 
to the constant fighting. 
 
When asked about the events leading up to Zacks death, Sarah stated that he was hanging out at the house 
across the street from Zacks residence.  Sarah stated that she left the home on foot to go to her home located 
at 1713 Tilden, less than a block away.  Sarah stated that when she arrived at her home she saw that Despain, 
Courtney W/F 06/03/1981, was at the residence.  Sarah stated that Courtney could barely walk due to a recent 
snowboarding accident so she went back to friends house to retrieve her truck to pick her up and driver her 
over to the house. 
 
Sarah advised that she was aware that Zack was outside of his residence due to a fire burning outside of his 
home.   Sarah advised that when she got to her home via her truck, she went inside to use the bathroom and 
was then contacted by Courtney stating “He is here”.  Sarah stated that she then saw Zack inside of the home 
with a t-shirt wrapped around his face.  Sarah stated that Zack was screaming at her, asking her to give her back 
his “Shit”.   
 
Sarah stated that she then got into a physical altercation with Zack in the living room of the home, which 
ultimately ended with her being pushed onto a couch.  Sarah advised that Zack then told her that he was going 
to just “take her shit” and then exited the residence to steal her vehicle, which was left running in the street. 
Sarah stated that Zack got into the driver’s seat of the vehicle and put it in drive.  Sarah stated that she told Zack 
that he could have the vehicle if that’s what it took for him to leave her alone. 
 
Sarah then described Zack exiting the vehicle, kicking the truck, and telling her that if he could not have her 
then no one will.  Sarah stated that she was aware that Zack always carried a gun on him and that she also 
always carried a gun on her.  Sarah stated at the same time, she saw Zack reaching into his pocket where he 
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normally keeps his firearm.  Sarah stated that she thought Zack was going to kill her, so she pointed her 
handgun at him and fired a single round.   
 
Sarah stated that after she shot Zack he cried out “Ah. You hit me.” Sarah stated that it was not an accident and 
that she only shot because she really believed that he was going to shoot and kill her. When describing the 
shooting, Sarah stated that she pushed Zack backwards and tripped him to create some sort of distance 
between them before she discharged her weapon.  
 
Sarah advised that after she left the firehouse she when back to 1713 Tilden and then left on foot to go to her 
mother’s home located at 1506 S Logan Ave, Independence MO. Sarah stated that she intended to see her 
mother one last time before she killed herself.  Sarah finally advised that her mother took her gun from her, a 
.380 Ruger LCP Handgun (Serial 371865074)  which she advised was the same gun she used to shoot Zack,  
When asked Sarah stated that she had never tried to obtain an exparte against Zack even though she described 
a physically abusive relationship. 
 
Detective Cox later responded to 1506 S Logan Ave where he retrieved the firearm from Devera, Stacy W/F 
04/19/1972.  Stacy Devera advised during the contact that she took the firearm from Sarah when she arrived at 
her home because she believed that she was going to kill herself with it. 
 
No firearm was located on Zack’s person. Sarah’s statements in her interview were not consistent with the 
video obtained from 1801 Tilden. 
 
A preliminary Anatomic Diagnosis from the Jackson County Medical Examiner’s office showed a gunshot wound 
to the upped left chest of Zack with no evidence of close range fire. The cause of death is listed as a gunshot 
wound to the chest. The manner of death is listed as homicide. 
 
 
  /S/ Joshua Cox 
_________________________________________ 
Detective Joshua Cox 
Jackson County, MO Sheriff’s Office 
 
 




