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PROBABLE CAUSE STATEMENT 
  
  
Date: 4-29-2021                                                          Report #: 2021-25280 
 
I, Steve Schmidli, a Detective with the Independence, Missouri Police Department, knowing that false statements on 
this form are punishable by law, state that the facts contained herein are true. 
 
1. I have probable cause to believe that on 4-28-2021 at 0152 hours, Andre D. Mays Jr. (Race – B, Sex - M, 
DOB: 11-08-2001,  Last Known Address: 1520 42nd St, Kansas City MO 64110) Committed one 
or more criminal offenses in Jackson County, Missouri. 
 
2. The facts supporting this believe are as follows: 
 
That on 4-28-2021 at 0152 hrs., the Defendant, Andre D Mays Jr. knowingly attempted a home 
invasion robbery at 533 S. Crescent with the assistance of an armed hispanic male whom was later 
identified as Elijah Lockhart. The Defendant and his armed associate, Mr. Lockhart confronted the 
resident at the front door and attempted to force their way into the residence. The resident was 
identified as Damion Atwater (dob: 12-21-2001). During the physical confrontation at the front door, 
Mr. Lockhart began pointing his handgun at  and a friend of  whom was inside 
the residence. The friend of  was identified as  (dob: 6-15-2001).  
was also armed with a handgun and fired multiple rounds at Mr. Lockhart whom was standing in the 
threshold of the front door. Mr. Lockhart was struck by the gunfire and collapsed on the front porch. 
Mr. Johnson immediately ran from the residence on foot and entered a dark colored sedan which fled 
the area. Independence MO Police responded to the area on the report of shots fired and located a 
deceased male subject near the front porch of the residence located at 533 S. Crescent, Independence 
Jackson County MO.  
 
On 4-28-2021 at 0152 hrs., Independence MO Police were dispatched to the area of 533 S. Crescent in 
regards to shots fired. P.O. Josko Wrabec is the reporting officer on the offense. Upon arrival, P.O. 
Wrabec and P.O. Brendan Buchanan located an unresponsive male subject lying on the ground near 
the front porch steps of 533 S. Crescent along with a black handgun. The male subject was wearing a 
hooded jacket which was almost completely drawn closed to conceal his face along with black gloves. 
Due to officer safety issues, the male subject was dragged down the street to a safe location where life 
savings measures were conducted. P.O. Wrabec also recovered the handgun from the front porch 
steps as a preventative measure to preserve the evidence. Paramedics arrived on scene and 
pronounced the male subject has deceased. Officers set a perimeter around the residence of 533 S. 
Crescent and additional officers located exterior surveillance video at some of the neighboring 
residences which showed a dark colored sedan had stopped in front of 533 S. Crescent. Shortly 
thereafter, multiple gunshots were heard coming from the residence and a male subject is seen 
running southbound on Crescent from the address. The dark colored sedan with tinted windows 
accelerants quickly southbound on Crescent and picks up the male subject that fled the scene on foot.   
 
Detectives and the IPD SWAT team was ordered and responded to the crime scene. SWAT officers 
made verbal announcements for anyone inside the residence at 533 S. Crescent to exit and contact 
police. Results were negative. SWAT officers approached the front door of the residence and observed 
several spend shell casings on the floor just inside the residence.  
 
Det. Steve Breshears prepared and obtained a search warrant on the residence of 533 S. Crescent. The 
IPD SWAT team executed the search warrant and cleared the residence. No subjects were located 
inside the residence.  
 







on five separate occasions over the past year. Mr. Johnson admitted that they planned to rob Damion 
of his drugs and cash. He stated that he met “Tre”, “Dre” and “E” in the area of Damion’s residence in 
Independence MO. Mr. Johnson advised that they got into his black Infiniti sedan and “Tre” drove 
them to Damion’s residence located at 533 S. Crescent. He stated that him, “E” and “Dre” went up on 
the porch where he made contact with Damion at the front door. He noted that “E” was armed with 
the handgun. Mr. Johnson admitted that a confrontation occurred at the front door between them and 
Damion. Mr. Johnson stated that a white male subject that was inside the house started shooting at 
them as they stood at the front door. He advised that they immediately ran from the residence and 
eventually fled the area in his car without “E”. 
 
Subsequent investigation was able to determine the identity of “Tre” and “Dre” as  

and Andre D. Mays Jr. whom are reportedly cousins. Person of Interest Advisories were 
issued on both  and Mays in regards to this offense. On 4-30-2021, the mother of Andre 
Mays escorted him to IPD Headquarters for a formal statement on the incident. Det. Burris and Det. 
Schmidli interviewed Mr. Mays. After being advised of his rights, Mr. Mays admitted that he was 
involved in the home invasion robbery but claimed it was Antonio Johnson’s idea. He stated that he 
did not know the target ( ) of the robbery. He stated that Johnson told them that the 
target had $12,000 and they would get a portion of it. Mr. Mays advised that he reluctantly agreed to 
participate in the robbery and that Johnson drove him, “Tre” and “E” to the target house. Mr. Mays 
then invoked his rights and requested an attorney.                           
 
 
Det. Steve Schmidli #842                  /s/ Steve Schmidli 
_________________________________                                  ___________________________________ 
Print Name      Signature 
      




